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a. Rackground: USS TRENTON (LPD 14}, an amphibious transport
dock, is ramesd for the hlﬁtJr]Cdl Lapltnl of NMew Jersey that was
founded by am 18tk century ship owner and businessman, Dolonel
William Trent. The present USHE TREMTON is the third U.5. vessel
to bear the name. The first was a steam sloop of war commissionsd
in 1874, The second was a light cruiser, CL-111l, commissioned in

¥

1924, which served with Asiatic, Carribean and Scowutheast Pacific
Fleets during World War I1I. The keel for the present TRENTON was
iaid on 8 August 19464, She was christened on 3 fSugust 1968 by Mrs.

Richard J. Hughes, wife of the then governor of New Jersey.

TRENTON = mission is to btransport, land, and support maring foroces
& hostile shore. The Amphibious Tran:uort Dock (LD is a very
versatile class of amphibious ship. TRENTON can carry aver F00
troops plus their vehicles, equipment, weapons amnunition and
suppliss. She also carries landing cratt in ner flcoodabls well
deck and “DpsiﬁP, ard she can operate ?mllcmpfa e ang VTOL aircratt

rom her flight deck. TRENMTON participated in the 1785 liberation
of Grenada, was a member of the multinational force off the coast
of Beruit, Lebanon in 1983~1284, and was a participant in Operation
CERAYING MANTIS® in April 19588 while deploved to the FPersian Bulf
In 1989 she participated in the historic FPresidential Summiit off
the coazt of Malta
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1989 COMMAND

Commanding

¥

HISTORY

Officers

Captain Robert M. Mutwsll, USMN, 1 Jarn — 1

Captain

James A. Curtis,

Morfolk, Virginia

7 oin ship”

i

21 gallons.

tia Chronologys Attached as snclosure (3),
&, Marrative: Attached as enclosure (4.
f. Statistics:
1Y MNavigation: Miles traveled for 198%9: 20,897,
23 fBirs Landings - Z733 for CY 198%. 29047
history.
2y Engineering: Ship's fuel consumed -~ 3,552,1
4y Supply: Number of uhderway replenishments
Sy Weaponss Large caliber ammunition

Founds.

u i Awards
ware recelived in

1

CIWS ammunition sypended -

3

~

e

i

1874 rounds,

1589
conjuncthion with

recel ved

Mobility Fropulsion Award (Engineering ‘E’)

Damage Control Award
Electronics Warfare Sward
and Communications Award

Command, Control

Amphiibious Seamanship Award

3

edpended - 1548

The following departmental awards
the battls efficiency award:



27 FEB - 3 MAR

4 - 5 MAR

& — 10 MAR

11 - 19 MAR

20 - 24 MAR

25 - 26 MAR

28 MAR

I0 MAR - 9 APR

4 - 20 MAY

21 MAaY -~ 11 JUN

12 — 1& JUN

17 - 18 JUN

CHRONOL OGY

INFORT NORFDOLE, VA

AVIATION CERTIFICATION INSFECTION
MTT/ETST VACAFESZ DFAREAS

INFORT NORFOLE, VA
MOGAS IMFROVEMENT FROGRAM INSFECTION
NAVAL SAFETY CENTER SAFETY INSFECTION
MTT VACAFES OFAREAS

INFORT NORFOLE, Y&

RRC OFS/DLE QUALS CHEASAFEAKE RAY
INFORT NORFOLE, VA

CSLTT/DCLTT/DLE QUALS OFAREAS
INFORT NORFOLE, VA

B82ND AIRBORNE COMFLETED Z7%5 DECK
LANDING QUALIFICATIONS

FIRST AH-64 NIGHT SHIFROARD
HELICOFTERS LANDING COMFLETED

INFORT NDRFOLE, A
INSURV VACAFES OPAREAS

INFORT NORFOLE, VA

U. 8. ARMY/MARINE DLES VACAFES OFAREAS

INFORT NORFOLE, V&
SOLID SHIELD CARIBEEN OFAREAS
INFORT NORFOLE, VA

DLO QUALS VACAFES OFAREAS

INFORT NORFOLE, VA

Erncl (3)
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5 - 14 NOV SPFANISH FPHIBLEX SIERRA DEL RATIN,

SFAIN

15 - 21 NV IMFORT FLAMA DE MalLLDRCA, SFAIN

S22 - 24 NOY TRANSIT WMED

25 ~ Z6 NDY INFORT MARSEILLES, FRANCE

27 - 29 NOV TRANSIT WHED

IOONOYV ~ 4 DEC FRESIDENTIAL SUMHMIT, MALTA

5 DEC TRAMSIT WMED

& - 8 DEC ANCHORED NAFLES, ITALY

7 DEC TRANSIT WMED

1 -~ 1% DEC TUNISIAN FHIBLEZ

15 - 146 DEC COMFLETED B1 TUNISIAN ARMY FILOT DECK
LANDING QUALIFICATIONS

20 DED TRANSIT WMED

21 - Zi DEC AMNCHORED NAFLES, ITALY



COMMAND NARRATIVE

k=
-

[
QA

W
Y =

al

11
.

i
Hi UU,
Az i

e




CAPTAIN JAMES A. CURTIS

COMMANDING OFF ICER
USS TRENTON (LPD 14)

CAPTAIN JaMES A. CURTIS, A NATIVE UF* ENLISTED IN THE
U.S. Navy IN 1959, was HONORABLY DISCHARGED IN » AND GRADUATED FROM THE
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA IN 1966

HE WAS coMMISSIONED THROUGH OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL IN NEWPORT, RHODE
ISLAND, IN 1968 AnD RECEIVED HIS WINGS AT ELLYSON FIELD, FLORIDA, IN 1969.
HIS FIRST ASSIGNMENT WAS WITH HAC(L)-3 IN THE REPUBLIC oF VIETNAM. IN JUNE,
1971, HE WAS ATTACHED To HS-7.

FoLLowINg A TOUR AS AN N.R.O.T.C. INSTRUCTOR AT THE CITADEL,
CHARLESTON, SouTH CAROLINA, WHERE HE WAS ALSO AWARDED A MASTER OF ARTS
DEGREE, HE SERVED WITH HS-5 anD COMHSWINGONE 1N JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA.

HE REPORTED To HS-11, JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA, IN JANUARY 1983, as
EXECUTIVE OFFICER, ASSUMING COMMAND IN JUNE, 1984. AFTER COMMANDING HS-1
(1986-1987), HE REPORTED T0 NMPC, WASHINGTON, D.C., WHERE HE SERVED AS
BrANCH HEAD FOR OFFICER, PLANS, PoLICY AND COMMUNITY MANAGEMENT.

AMONG HIS MANY MILITARY AWARDS ARE THE SILVER STAR, THE DISTINGUISHED

FLYING CROSS, THE LEGION OF MERIT, Two MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDALS AND
THIRTY-TWO AIR MeDALS.

PTAIN CURTIS IS MARRIED Forver (RN o- RIS
. THEY HAVE TWwo SONS: LIVING IN ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA AND
LIVING IN NORFOLK, VIRGINIA.



CAPTAIN ROBERT M. NUTWELL

COMMANDING OFFICER
S5 TRENTON (LPD-14)

CAPTAIN NUTWELL was pomN IN_ AND SPENT Hrs
CHILDHOOD IN MARYLAND AND NEw Jgrs ''C GRADUATED FROM THE U.S. NavaL

AcADEMY 1N 1966 anD ENTERED FLIGHT TR'A'INING IMMEDIATELY, RECEIVING HIS WINGS

IN OcToBER 1967.  He Has SERVED IN THREE A-7 Corsair II SQUADRONS, INCLUDING

COMMAND OF VA-1g5 IN 1979-1980. FoLLOWING A TOUR ON THE COMNAVATRLANT STAFF
L

(NavaL WARFARE DIRECTORATE) AS THE DIRECTOR OF A WARFARE ANALYSIS GRoup
UNTIL Novemsgr 1987. He TOOK coMMAND oF TRENTON on 5 FEBRUARY 1988 ENROUTE
F.

CaPTAIN NUTWELL 15 GRADUATE OF THE U, S, NavaL POSTGRADUATE SCHooL anp

THE NAVAL WaR CoLLEGE, HE HOLDs A MASTER's DEGREE TN OPERATIONS RESEARCH

ND IS QUALIFIED AS A SURFACE WARFARE OFFICER. Hrs DECORATIONS INCLUDE THE

kEGION OF MERIT, THE MERITORIOUS SERVICE MepaL WITH Two GoLp STARS, AND THE
L.

CAPTAIN NUTWELL IS MARRIED TO THE FORMER— WHO WORKS As A
REFERENCE LIBRARIAN AT THE VIRGINIA B ACH CENTRAL IBRARY. THEY LIVE IN
VIRGINIA  Beac wrmy THEIR SONS T mo IR C73) .
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"THE EXERCISE WENT REMARKABLY WELL, CONSIDERING THE MANY PROBLEMS THAT
COULD ARISE IN AN EXERCISE OF THIS MAGNITUDE AND COMPLEXITY.
COMMUNICATIONS WAS A PARTICULAR CHALLENGE, AND OUR COMMUNICATIONS PEOPLE
PASSED WITH FLYING COLORS," SAID CAPT. NUTWELL.

"] WAS VERY PLEASED WITH THE PERFORMANCE OF THE CREW", NUTWELL
CONTINUED. "THE SHIP CARRIED OUT ALL OF HER ASSIGNED TASKS SUCCESSFULLY AND
SMARTLY. BESIDES VISUAL AND ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS, OTHER AREAS WORTHY
OF SPECIAL MENTION WERE BOATING, AIR OPERATIONS AND SUPPLY SUPPORT FOR THE
MORE THAN 100D PERSONNEL EMBARKED. THE VISUAL AND RADAR NAVIGATION TEAMS
EXECUTED SEVERAL PRECISION ANCHORAGES AND, AS USUAL, TRENTON's FINE
ENGINEERS PROVIDED HIGHLY RELIABLE PROPULSION, ELECTRICAL POWER, AND
CRITICAL AUXILIARIES. OVERALL, THE WHOLE CREW PERFORMED ENTHUSIASTICALLY
AND PROFESSIONALLY DESPITE A LACK OF RECENT EXPERIENCE IN GROUP AMPHIRIOUS

OPER/-\;I"IONS. ALTHOUGH IT WAS A LOT OF HARD WORK THIS WAs 'GATorR Ops' AT IT's
BEST.



TRENTON S SOLID SHIELD '89
o oo

NORFOLK, VA.— THE USS TRENTON (LPD-14) RECENTLY RETURNED FROM A MULTI-
FORCE EXERCISE INVOLVING NAVY, MARINE, AIR FoRCE, ARMY, COAST GUARD AND
MERCHANT MARINE UNITS OFF THE COAST OF NORTH CAROLINA.

OPERATION SOLID SHIELD BEGAN ON 3 MAY. IHE HIGHLIGHT OF THE EXERCISE
WAS A COORDINATED AMPHIBIOUS/AIRBORNE ASSAULT AT ONSLOW BEACH, NORTH
CAROLINA. A RAPID RESPONSE FORCE OF NINE AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIPS, THREE
DESTROYERS AS ESCORTS, AND AN EIGHT SHIP CARRIER BATTLE GROUP PARTICIPATED.

CAPT. RoBERT M. NUTWELL, COMMANDING OFFICER OF TRENTON SAID,"THE
OPERATION PROVIDED INVALUABLE TRAINING FOR TRENTON. IT TESTED OUR CRISIS
RESPONSE CAPABILITY WITH A MINIMUM OF PREPARATION. THE FACT THAT THE
EXERCISE PROCEEDED SMOOTHLY IS A TRIBUTE TO THE PROFESSIONALISM AND
READINESS OF THE SHIPS INVOLVED."

As THEY WOULD IN AN ACTUAL WAR, COAST GUARD CUTTERS ESCORTED TRENTON
AND THE OTHER AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS FROM PORT IN NORFOLK, VA. OTHER CUTTERS
WAITED TO ESCORT HER INTO MOREHEAD CiTY, NoRTH CAROLINA WHERE SHE PICKED UP
AN ASSAULT FORCE OF 610 U.S. MARINES AND THE EQUIPMENT NEEDED FOR AN
AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT.

TRENTON'S CARGO DECKS WERE FILLED WITH APROXIMATELY 70 MOTOR VEHICLES.
A LaNDING CRAFT (LCU-1655) FROM ASSAULT CRAFT UNIT 2 WAS CARRIED IN THE
WELL-DECK. LCU-1655 wAS TO PLAY A KEY ROLE IN THE OFF-LOADING OF THE
MARINES AND THEIR GEAR DURING THE BEACH ASSAULT.

ALSO EMBARKED ONBGARD WERE FOUR AH-1T CoBRA GUNSHIPS AND Two UH-1N
Hueys From HML/A-167, THE SAME SQUADRON WHICH HAD DEPLOYED WITH TRENTON
DURING HER '88 PERSIAN GULF DEPLOYMENT. DURING SOLID SHIELD THE HEL ICOPTERS
FLEW MISSIONS FOR TRAINING AND IN SUPPORT OF THE A S LANDING.
"NORMALLY WE EMBARK FOUR HELICOPTERS," SAID LT A1r OFFICER
ABOARD TRENTON. "WITH ALL THE GEAR THAT IS ON THE FLIGHT DECK IT MAKES IT
TOUGH TO SPOT SIX HELICOPTERS. IHE FLIGHT DECK CREW ARE VETERANS AT THIS
SORT OF THING THOUGH. IT WAS NICE TO WORK WITH HML/A-167 AGAIN. DURING OUR
PERSIAN GULF DEPLOYMENT WE HAD NINE HELICOPTERS EMBARKED. So SoLID SHIELD
BROUGHT US BACK UP TO OPERATIONAL READINESS. I WOULDN'T TRADE THIS CREW FOR
ANYONE ELSE BECAUSE WE'VE DONE WHAT NO OTHER LPD HAS DONE."

TRENTON LEFT MoreHEAD CITY UNDER COAST GUARD ESCORT WHILE OTHER SHIPS
OF THE ASSAULT FORCE LOADED MARINES. WHILE AT ANCHOR, TRENTON AND HER
CONSORTS FOUGHT OFF SIMULATED ATTACKS BY MISSLE PATROL BOATS AND TERRORIST
BOATS. "WE DO ALOT OF TRAINING AND SOLID S E US TWO WEEKS TO PUT
THAT TRAINING TO WORK," SAID LCDR W OPERATIONS OFFICER
ABOARD TRENTON.

THE TRAINING WAS_PUT TO GOOD USE WHEN A REAL EMERGENCY AROSE DURING A

ROUTINE EXERCISE TlilB'\NARINES WERE DEBARKING BY ROPE FROM A UH-1N HueEYy To
THE DECK OF THE TREN WHEN THEY FELL OVERBOARD. HE MARINES WERE

RECOVERED IN GOOD CONDITION BY TRENTON'S MOTOR WHALE-BOAT WHICH WAS LAUNCHED
WITHIN SIX MINUTES OF THE MISHAP.

ON D-DAy, TRENTON's CoBRAS AND HUEYS SUPPORTED THE ASSAULT WHILE OTHER
HEL ICOPTERS FERRIED TROOPS AND ARTILLERY PIECES FROM TRENTON'S FLIGHT DECK
TO THE LANDING ZONE ASHORE. MEANWHILE LCU-1655 AND oTHER LCUS OFFLOADED THE
VEHICLES, CARGO, AND ADDITIONAL TROOPS VIA THE WELL DECK.






